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carlosjimenezartist.com

ART SPOTLIGHT

CARLOS JIMENEZ (
D

ARTIST | DESIGNER | EDUCATOR

Creativity has the power to shape communities, inspire
confidence, and leave a lasting impression long after the
first glance. For Arizona native Carlos Jimenez, that
creative impact has been unfolding for more than 25 years
through art, design, and education.

A respected artist, graphic designer, and educator,
Jimenez has built a career marked by both talent and
purpose. His artwork can be found in homes and
businesses across the United States, and his growing
recognition has earned him the distinction of being an
official artist of the Phoenix Suns. His work is displayed at
the Mortgage Matchup Center and has also been featured
on television programs, news segments, radio shows, and
in national art magazines.

But Jimenez's creative influence extends far beyond the
canvas. As a graphic designer, he has created logos and
branding materials for more than 200 businesses around
the world. His experience includes serving as a former
graphic designer for GoDaddy, and he continues to help
businesses strengthen their visual identity through
professional creative services. His ability to blend artistic
vision with practical branding has made him a valuable
resource for entrepreneurs and organizations seeking to
stand out.

04

“IMPERFECTIONS WILL MAKE
YOUR ART PERFECT.”

-CARLOS JIMENEZ

Equally inspiring is his commitment to the next generation of artists.
As an educator, Jimenez has helped more than 1,000 aspiring artists
over the past seven years discover their artistic voice and develop
the confidence to make their own mark in the art world. His passion
for mentorship has guided students to win numerous national art
competitions. In March 2025, two of his students received
honorable mention in a worldwide art competition that included
more than 1500 participants from several countries—a notable
achievement that reflects the quality of his instruction and
encouragement.

Whether through fine art, business branding, or arts education,
Carlos Jimenez continues to show that creativity is not only about
producing something beautiful—it is also about leaving a meaningful
impact.

FEATURED ART BY: CARLOS JIMENEZ
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We'rein
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People today can spend nearly half their lives over the age of 50. That’s a lot of living. So, it helps to
have a wise friend and fierce defender like AARP in your corner and in your community so your
money, health and happiness live as long as you do.

AARP offers resources and benefits to help you achieve your goals and stay connected.

Find us at aarp.org/az.
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DANCING IN THE
DESERT

Sugar Plum Team / December 2025 / Photo Credit: David Garza

The stage came alive at the
Maricopa Performing Arts Center as
young performers from Sugar Plum
Tea brought elegance, energy, and
heart to Dancing in the Desert.
Hosted by DSPA Gems, this beautiful
community showcase highlighted the
power of nonprofit arts programming
in Maricopa, Arizona.

Founded in 2009, DSPA Gems continues
to enrich our city by providing
opportunities for youth to explore
dance, performance, and creative
expression. From vibrant costumes to
joyful choreography, the evening was a
reminder that the arts are thriving right

here in our desert community.

Bravo to the dancers, directors,
families, and supporters who make
events like this possible — and to the
passionate leaders behind DSPA Gems
who continue investing in the next
generation of artists.

“My daughters love
DSPA! They grown
as dancers and
people in our years
here. The teachers
are supportive and
helpful. We are so
thankful that we
found DSPA!”

5-Star Google review
from DSPA Gems Google
page from Parent




Founded in 2009, DSPA
Gems, Inc. aims to enrich
the Maricopa community
through the arts. Our
three main goals are
community outreach,
providing dance
opportunities to  our
special needs population
and  offering  tuition
assistance to families
who cannot afford dance
education.

[Wdspagems09@gmail.com

@520.483.8915

am WAW.DSPAGEMS.COM

‘17
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24 to 48 hours approval «
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Relationship Bankg

Vist our brsz
5852 E Mckellig
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BY. CHRYSTAL O’'JON, MLM PUBLISHER

MARICOPA LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE

STATE OF OUR COMMUNITY

WHERE WE ARE, WHAT'S WORKING,
AND WHAT NEEDS ATTENTION

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY
LOOK AT LIFE IN
MARICOPA

Maricopa is a city in motion. With
families, schools, businesses,
and services evolving rapidly, it's
important for residents to
understand what's happening
right here at home. This
snapshot of the state of our
community breaks down trends,
challenges, and bright spots in
clear, everyday language.

Family Takeaway:

Growth offers opportunity, but
thoughtful planning is key so that
families don’t feel overwhelmed
by change.

What's Working

Maricopa is one of the fastest-
growing cities in Arizona, with an
estimated population of over
76,000 in 2024, up roughly 30%
from the 2020 Census. That
growth brings new energy, more

local businesses, and added
services for families and
workers.

COMMUNITY
DEMOGRAPHICS
& FAMILY LIFE

What's Working
Maricopa’s median age is
around 36 years, and many
households are  family-
oriented. The community is
diverse and growing, with a
strong sense of neighborly
spirit.

THOMAS STASSI
OWNER
480.789.1666
MARICOPAJJS@GMAIL.COM

T&M BROTHERS MANAGEMENT LLC
AN INDEPENDENT JIMMY JOHN'S FRANCHISEE

CALL ME FOR CATERING!

What Needs Attention

Rapid growth also means
pressure on roads, utilities, and
services. While the pace has
slowed to a more manageable
rate than in the past, planning for
future  needs—like  schools,
parks, and infrastructure—
remains essential.

What Needs Attention

As more people arrive,
demand for community
resources—like after-school
programs, senior services,
and youth opportunities—
grows. Continued
investment and community
involvement will be essential
to meet these needs.

Family Takeaway:
The mix of generations and

backgrounds makes
Maricopa a vibrant place,
but services need to grow
alongside population.
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https://www.maricopa-az.gov/our-city/populations-demographics.

Author: Ronald Smith

maricopaseniorliving.org.

echnology,
rust, an

Where is Al currently applied? Easier to ask where it is not! Those of
you still engaged in earning an income should be very aware and look to
prepare yourself to be engaged. The more you know, the more you can
benefit both in your personal competence and, frankly, your efficiency.
Al is really a great tool to gather information and pose scenario
questions. Learning how to phrase your questions is becoming a critical
skill set. It is an artform!

Every computer browser as an associated Al tool. For fun and learning,
try it. Ask a question . . . this is similar but not your Father’'s Google.
Check the results. Then modify your question and ask it again. Modify
question components like time, special conditions, how you want it
organized. Keep checking the results against your expectations. You will
start to get some specific feelings about your expectations. Now ask for
conclusions, recommendations, or opinions. Like I said . . . this is not
your Father’'s Google.

Another tool that is handy is Al's ability to summarize content for a
quicker read and analysis. Again, included in your browser. Now this is
very handy, but it is where my skepticism comes into play. Read a
couple of articles and then read the corresponding Al summaries. The
Al filters might be different than yours! Are you comfortable with the Al
summary? The Al summary may not match your opinion . . . is that
helpful to you?

Perhaps. What is factual and what is a summary? Which
biases were present, and

which were absent? Would you accept the summary? Would
you trust these

summaries in the future?

My point is to have expectations and to evaluate them
against the Al tools so that you can learn how you best want
to utilize the generated output. Surprisingly, I taught this
same concept 50 years ago when we were learning to read
computer reports! We needed to learn to evaluate our
expectations against the actual results. We should not
necessarily accept results simply because they were
computer generated. Discover

how to maximize Al's benefits.

"MOST PEOPLE USE AI'LIKE A FANCY
TYPEWRITER. THE REAL POWER?
GETTING IT TO GIVE YOU ADVICE AND
IDEAS YOU NEVER HAD ON YOUR OWN".

- KIM KOMANDO

A warning from Kim Komando - Microsoft’s Windows update
KB5077181 is trapping people in endless boot loops! The fix
is to uninstall the update or wait for the upgraded fix from
Microsoft. Kim Komando, a Phoenix resident, does an
excellent job of helping us survive technology with her
website: www.komando.com and her FREE newsletters.

Notice: She will try to entice you with some good “deals”
along the way to help pay the bills. That is your choice.

Finally, I would like to continue my monthly recommendations
to try out Senior Planet from AARP at the following address:
Welcome to Senior Planet - Senior Planet from AARP This is
a great place to learn and utilize some of the best technology
resources available to seniors.
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MHS DECA from

clossroom to

Command Center

Q

Maricopa

DECA

Students Step Into Real-World Leadership at the Maricopa Desert Music & Arts Festival

When most people attend a
major music and arts festival,
they see the stage lights, the
headliners, the vendors, and the

At this year's Maricopa Desert
Music & Arts Festival, DECA
students from Maricopa High
School are doing more than

The Festival operates under a

clearly  defined executive
structure: — with dedicated
departments  for logistics,

applause. volunteering — they are being production, sponsorship, choir

mentored inside a structured, operations, vendor
What they dont see?The executive-level event management, security, and
students behind the scenes environment. artist relations.That structure
learning how a professional And that matters. creates something rare for
production operates. students: A live Dbusiness

The Teacher Behind the
Transformation

A strong student program relies on dedicated
teachers like Bernadette Russoniello, who
prioritize  exposure over excuses. DECA
leadership actively integrates students through
various initiatives, including volunteer sign-up
systems, custom promo codes for ticket sales,
training days, content creation with Canva, and
parent communication channels. This approach
promotes coordinated and strategic

participation, rather than passive volunteering.

laboratory.

Mentorship in Motion

Students are receiving training for the
Maricopa Desert Music & Arts Festival,
covering compliance with volunteer hours,

position mapping, T-shirt distribution,
rehearsals, and communication tools. A
volunteer pack with maps and emergency
exit info will also be created. This training
fosters responsibility, accountability, and
operational awareness, vital skills for the
business world.
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OUR OWN MARICOPA CREATIVES

Starting this year our quarterly will spotlight local creatives whose work is shaping

Maricopa'’s evolving cultural voice across art, design, music, craft, and innovation.

Wieet Wiariana [ass _ ,

Once, a curious girl named Mariana viewed the world with
wonder, inspiring her journey through school and diverse cultures.
Now a Maricopa-based digital creator and founder of Mariana
Lass Designs, she embodies storytelling and meaningful
creativity. Mariana's work in creation, teaching, and mentoring
young artists reflects her passion, courage, and lifelong
dedication to art.

Wieet Famela Thielen

Pamela is a Maricopa, Arizona-based acrylic artist and owner-operator of
Pamela Thielen Fine Art. She describes her work as acrylic painting that
uses the techniques of an oil painter, giving her pieces a distinct look and
style. Pamela is active in the local arts commmunity, sharing and exhibiting
her work in Maricopa, and has also used her art to support charitable
causes, including fundraising efforts for animal rescue organizations

.\‘\ through her “Gallivanting Gurt” art platform.
\

Wieet Qussell Trank

Russell is a Maricopa, Arizona-based artist and creator behind
Russell Frank Pastels and Pots. He describes himself as a pastel
and ceramic artist, and his work includes both pastel artwork and
fired pottery, which he shares through his artist page and albums
such as “Pastel Pictures” and “Available Fired Pottery.” Russell is
active in sharing work for viewing and sale, and his creative
practice reflects a hands-on focus on both color and
craftsmanship.

Wieet Sinone Hustey

Once upon a time, in a growing arts community in Maricopa, there

was an artist whose work spoke in color, light, and feeling. Simone

Huskey has become part of the local creative circle, sharing her art

and appearing in community gallery spaces alongside other area

artists. Her work reflects the quiet confidence of someone who

sees beauty in everyday scenes and turns it into something people
i can pause and feel.
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OUR OWN MARICOPA CREATIVES

Maricopa’s creative scene continues to grow through artists and makers who bring fresh perspectives,
imagination, and talent to our community. This quarterly feature celebrates the voices helping shape
Maricopa’s cultural future.

Wieet Briftany [ee SO Sk

Brittany Lee is the artist of Desert Studio Art Co., blending
painting, handmade projects, and community art. Her expressive
style reflects imagination and daily life. Engaging with the
community via social media and events, she serves as Secretary
for Maricopa Friends of the Arts, supporting local arts and
promoting accessible creativity.

Wieet [ori WieDonald
Lori McDonald, the artist of Seascapes & Shells, creates resin seascapes
and shell décor that capture ocean beauty for desert homes. Her artwork
combines shimmer, texture, and movement using fluid art techniques
and natural materials. Known for her calming style, Lori blends coastal
aesthetics with handcrafted artistry. Besides visual art, she is skilled in
b baking and writing. Through social media and her shop, she connects with
S k \ customers and fellow creatives, enriching Arizona's artistic commmunity.

Wieet Sasha Allen

Sasha is a local creative known for her bold and imaginative work that
embodies personal expression and visual storytelling. She brings energy
to the local arts scene and is part of Maricopa’s emerging creative
community, contributing to the city’s cultural identity. Her journey
reflects originality, promise, and a strong connection to artistic self-
expression, as artists in Maricopa explore new ways to collaborate and
grow.
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Mandy's Wine Bar has become one of
Maricopa’s standout dining spots. The space is
light and airy, classy yet comfortable, making it
just as fitting for brunch as for date night. The
strawberry burrata salad is fresh and vibrant,
and the lasagne, including a vegetarian poblano
pepper version, has quickly become a local
favorite. The wine list is thoughtfully curated and
approachable, offering everything from crisp
whites to bold reds without feeling
overwhelming. With gluten-free and vegetarian
options woven throughout the menu, Mandy's
welcomes everyone to the table.

When | was asked by Maricopa Lifestyles
Magazine to share about local restaurants, |
realized how many truly good options we have
now, unlike 20 years ago when my family first
moved here. Back then, dining out usually
meant heading to Chandler or Phoenix. Today,
Maricopa has grown into its own, and we have
restaurants that genuinely reflect our
community.

One place | immediately fell in love with is
Mandy's Wine Bar. The space is light and airy,
with soft neutrals, welcoming seating, and a
feminine touch that's classy without being
overdone. It's the kind of place where you can
dress up for date night or come in relaxed for
brunch and feel equally at home.

Lllu

ihliia | LA

/g;- ~ By Shannon Powers- Kleinjans
7 “owner of Actually Social

/ ’ actuallysocialmedia.com
e 4

The food is where Mandy's really shines. The
strawberry burrata salad is fresh, vibrant, and
perfectly balanced with creamy burrata and
bright seasonal flavors. Their lasagna has
quickly become a local favorite, rich and
comforting, and their vegetarian poblano
pepper version is just as intentional and
satisfying as the classic. Gluten-free and
vegetarian options are thoughtfully woven into
the menu, so no one feels limited.

The wine list is curated with care, offering crisp
whites, expressive rosés, and bold reds that
invite you to try something new without feeling
intimidated. Mandy's welcomes everyone. It's
warm, inclusive, and a fantastic example of how
far our dining scene has come.

Don't get stung by the price,
work with the bee. WebBee.

Get a Fully Functional,
Responsive Website

e

Only
PER MONTH

S,

)
WebBee

Build your website for just $35 per month!

+ Hosting Included

https://webbee.online/




BENJAMIN BITTER
MARICOPA CITY MANAGER

Maricopa City Manager Benjamin Bitter has
been elected President of the Arizona
Management Association
(ACMA), a statewide organization
representing professional local government
leaders. Bitter began his term recently and will
serve through January 2027, remaining on
ACMA’'s Board as Past President through
January 2028.

City/County

Maricopa’s  strong
ethical city

His election highlights
commitment to professional,
management.

Bitter, who has served the city since 2021 and
was appointed City Manager in April 2024,
oversees operations for more than 500
employees and a municipal budget exceeding
$340 million.

As ACMA President, Bitter will focus on
leadership development and advancing best
practices for city and county managers across
Arizona. He is the first City Manager from
Maricopa to serve on ACMA’s Board of Directors.

Z
ALY
MARICOPA

3
1, i

€29

Ak-Chin Circle

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
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For Kim, being unapologetically sassy and dynamic means leading with
authenticity and energy. Delicious Vibez candles are not designed to blend
into the background. They’re created to stand out.

“These aren’t your everyday basics,” Kim shares. Her candle scents are
bold and layered, thoughtfully crafted to reflect mood, personality, and
vibe. But Delicious Vibez is about more than fragrance — it's about
expression.

From cheeky product names to creative expression jars, every detail is
intentional. Kim wants her customers to feel seen, empowered, and
encouraged to show up fully as themselves. For her, the brand represents
something deeper than wax and wick — it’s about claiming space and
owning your vibe without apology.

A Creative Comeback

Kim’s journey back to candle-making is one marked by intuition, resilience,
and reinvention.

Before relaunching Delicious Vibez, Kim had built a 25-year corporate
career. In 2023, long before her layoff in March 2024, she sensed that
change was coming. The idea of revisiting candle-making resurfaced after
a simple but powerful nudge from her best friend: “Why don’t you revisit the
idea of candles again?” That moment became the catalyst.

By the time her friend returned from vacation, Delicious Vibez was already
in motion. What began as a creative outlet quickly revealed itself as
something much bigger — a pathway back to expression and purpose.

While navigating the emotional and practical challenges of career
transition, Kim found clarity in creativity. Reclaiming her candle business
felt like giving herself permission — permission to grow, to honor the
challenges she was facing, and to build something meaningful that could
also inspire others.

“It wasn’t just about candles,” she reflects. “It was about expression.”

MEET KIM
YARBER OF
DELICIOUS VIBEZ

In every community, there are creatives who don’t just make products — they create

experiences. In Maricopa, one of those dynamic creators is Kim Yarber, founder of Delicious
Vibez, a candle brand that is as bold, layered, and expressive as the woman behind it.

Kim describes herself as “unapologetically sassy and dynamic,” and that energy isn’t just a
personality trait — it's the heartbeat of her brand.

More Than Comfort — A Statement

Candles are often associated with calm, relaxation, and comfort. But
Delicious Vibez brings something extra to the table: positivity, wit,
resilience, and empowerment.

Lighting one of Kim’s candles isn’t just about fragrance — it's about
claiming your vibe.

Whether it's a bold scent that feels different from the ordinary or a playful
name that makes you laugh, Kim hopes each product becomes a reminder
that joy and resilience can coexist. That energy deserves space. That
individuality is powerful.

Her goal? That every candle becomes a tool for self-expression — a small
but meaningful way for people to connect with who they are in the moment.

A Brand Rooted in Empowerment

Delicious Vibez is a reflection of a woman who refused to shrink during
transition. Instead, she leaned into creativity, embraced reinvention, and
built something vibrant in the process.

And perhaps that's what makes Kim’s story resonate so deeply in
Maricopa. She represents the spirit of entrepreneurship so many in our
community embody — courage, creativity, and the willingness to pivot
when life demands it.

In a world that often encourages blending in, Kim Yarber is choosing
boldness. Through Delicious Vibez, she invites others to do the same.

Because sometimes, the most powerful thing you can do...
is show up unapologetically.

Chrystal Allen-O’Jon

Publisher, Maricopa Lifestyle Magazine




ON THE GROUND, TEN TOES DOWN CANCER
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Ak-Chin Cirole
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BY OCEANSINDUSTRIESLLC.COM

JUST IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

-
'~

A week before Valentine’'s Day, Maricopa Historical Society
was feeling the love from the community at their 4th annual ' . MARICOPA

“Tales and Treasures” benefit. HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Brenda Campbell introduced and recognized some of the
city’s philanthropists who sponsored tables of 8. Families
that have graced our community for decades were in
attendance, including Oliver Anderson, who has been in
Maricopa since 1954.

Entertainment was provided by Jeanne Hoeh, Ed
Lamoreaux and Nathan Webster. A silent auction, 50/50
raffle and centerpiece raffle brought in a combined 10k,
which will cover the operating expenses for the coming
year, for the museum located on the Maricopa/Casa Grande
Highway.

By Paulette Burton

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE FIRST BOOTS
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Almentia Academy

Enroll Now: Private Online School | Grades K-12

New Year, New Learning Opportunities

About Us

Almentia Academy is a private online
school serving students from kindergarten
through 12th grade and beyond. Our
accredited curricula meet both DfE and
WASC standards. Our experienced,
licensed educators hold advanced degrees
and some are Nationally Board Certified,
with over 30 years of teaching experience.
We offer three high school diploma
pathways: Standard, Honors, and NCAA-
approved, as well as options for a
Homeschool Diploma and a HiSet/GED
Certificate of Completion.

At Almentia, we provide personalized
learning experiences, including one-on-
one live teacher sessions, outdoor interest

credits, customized academic planning for A 1 Healt h & W'El | ne S S
early high school years, and peer tutoring.
B If you have experienced setbacks due to
Tuition free for Anzona Students learning loss and disruptions during

fppliesmi iR e e o Yo 8ot back o Dr. John A. Donohue, DC
future career.
DIGITAL LEARNING EMPOWERS STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 19428 N John Wayne Pkwy,

Almentia Academy
20987 N. John Wayne Pkwy. Suite B104-227
Maricopa, AZ 85139 1-480-577-2831
contact@AlmentiaAcademy.com

almentiaacademy.com

Maricopa, AZ
maricopachiropractor.com

— INCOME TAX SERVICES

451.(' BUSINESS & PERSONAL

COMPLETE TAX SERVICES
State & Federal

The AFFORDABLE Accounting Firm PERSONAL RETURNS START AT

s55 S43

BUSINESS RETURNS START AT

MIKSA Lo )
www.mkabusiness.com
888.432.8187 a8 |

Since 1982 Providing

AFFORDABLE IRS Liens * Late Filings * FREE Filing Extensions
Services In All 50 States

*Limited time only through January 31, 2024. See website for details.
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https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=almentia%2Bacademy%2B20987%2Bn.%2Bjohn%2Bwayne%2Bpkwy%2Bsuite%2Bb104-227%2Bmaricopa%2C%2Baz%2B85139
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=almentia%2Bacademy%2B20987%2Bn.%2Bjohn%2Bwayne%2Bpkwy%2Bsuite%2Bb104-227%2Bmaricopa%2C%2Baz%2B85139
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=almentia%2Bacademy%2B20987%2Bn.%2Bjohn%2Bwayne%2Bpkwy%2Bsuite%2Bb104-227%2Bmaricopa%2C%2Baz%2B85139
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=almentia%2Bacademy%2B20987%2Bn.%2Bjohn%2Bwayne%2Bpkwy%2Bsuite%2Bb104-227%2Bmaricopa%2C%2Baz%2B85139
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmaricopachiropractor.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcHo0YlF0VlhrczR2NE5yVwEeVjXgx1pNb2nw6tPFvBNrWs9ukl6ivT7Fgnyf6cfqThvjtS0tthWlDcrkpAA_aem_TBdoumfkAppPfgtzSQVrPg&h=AT2eKAqbYtedS80pYPJcUPxZfZ7QQzsYvy0yPmzL_DvzztVF2LiGuUMLmiMUZcd0_1vbS36Hs8pRX-LRqv4SamAi6UiOZXkGQkDs1Ciyr-m5_NmLqTDlPs_EZdX3ZA85TWpo7kdRGY5MpCXM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmaricopachiropractor.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcHo0YlF0VlhrczR2NE5yVwEeVjXgx1pNb2nw6tPFvBNrWs9ukl6ivT7Fgnyf6cfqThvjtS0tthWlDcrkpAA_aem_TBdoumfkAppPfgtzSQVrPg&h=AT2eKAqbYtedS80pYPJcUPxZfZ7QQzsYvy0yPmzL_DvzztVF2LiGuUMLmiMUZcd0_1vbS36Hs8pRX-LRqv4SamAi6UiOZXkGQkDs1Ciyr-m5_NmLqTDlPs_EZdX3ZA85TWpo7kdRGY5MpCXM

EEEEEEEE

habive

esh.

grill ‘187 wings

21164 N. John Wayne Parkway - Maricopa AZ

Native Grill & Wings in Maricopa offers a casual, family-friendly sports bar experience
rooted in Arizona tradition. Part of the regional franchise credited with introducing
Buffalo-style wings to the Southwest in the late 1970s, the restaurant features an
expansive menu of signature wings with a variety of sauces, hand-tossed pizzas,
burgers, sandwiches, salads, and family-style combo meals perfect for group dining.

With multiple televisions, a relaxed neighborhood atmosphere, and community-
centered events like bingo nights, it has become a popular gathering spot for families
and sports fans alike.

Consistently earning ratings around 4 stars across major review platforms, guests
frequently praise the generous portions and flavorful wings that have helped solidify its
long-standing presence in Arizona’s dining scene.
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Karen Coleman-Ostrov & Assomates
28 W. Juniper Ave., Ste 203, Gilbert, AZ 85233

480-646-4969 | www.4dmyvacation.com

ASK ABOUT OUR HEALTHY CAR CARE SPECIAL!

(3 TIRE BATTERY WINDSHIELD
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‘ * ALIGNMENT h FLUIDS VISUAL BRAKE
» CHECK CHECK CHECK

ON 4 SELECT, IN- STOCK TIR I e ZERO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL

INSTALLATION PURCHASE

WITHIN 6 OR 12 MONTHS
VALID 2/23/2026 - 3/15/2026 :




3020, FUEL YOUR DAY
S9Ny % ¢, THEFRESH WAY AT
A7 72 NEKTER JUICE BAR
"J;,;egf & MARICOPA!

Looking for something fresh, healthy, and
delicious? Nekter Juice Bar has you covered with
made-to- order juices, smoothies, and agai bowls
-zft"e\ —all crafted from real fruits and vegetables, no
'~ hidden ingredients.

Download the Nekter Juice Bar App and get a
FREE juice or smoothie with your first purchase!
Just order through the app or scan your receipt.

We're located in the Fry’s plaza next to Petco—
swing by and taste the difference fresh makes.

Catch us at the “Boots on the Ground” - “Ten
Toes Down"” Cancer Walk, on Saturday,
November 15th at Copper Sky! We'll be handing
out $2 OFF coupons for your next juice,
smoothie, or acai bowl!

Silk Press Xpress

(SPX)

Is a women-owned hair
salon specializing in
healthy hair care, silk

press services, cuts,

color, extensions, braids,
waxing, massage, and

| more.

Beyond beauty services,

'/ SPXis a welcoming

community space where

clients receive

professional care, expert
advice, and confidence-
boosting results—all in

one location.

A FULL SERVICE SALON

WALK-INS WELCOME
@spxhair.style

44360 W. Edison Rd. , Maricopa, Arizona 85138 Suite 130

Call Now 520. 217.1617

WELLNESS

PLLC
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At Home with Beth Your Quari'erl

Real Estate Tlp

/\]_\ IGNORE THE NOISE. MARICOPA ISN'T DECLINING — IT'S

RECALIBRATING. BUYERS ARE SHARPER. SELLERS NEED TO BE

A H SMARTER. HOMES WITH STRATEGIC PRICING, ENERGY

O I I I e EFFICIENCY, AND STRONG PRESENTATION ARE STILL SELLING.
THE GAP ISN'T LUCK — IT'S EXECUTION. IN TODAY’S MARKET,
EMOTION COSTS MONEY, GUESSWORK SLOWS MOMENTUM,

Find your place At Home AND STRATEGY DRIVES RESULTS. THE OPPORTUNITY HASN'T
S alr FADED; IT HAS SHIFTED TO THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND HOW TO
S " MOVE WITHIN IT.

Local, Loyal, and Here to Help You Home
Beth Groener | Realtor® At Home
athomewithbethg@gmail.com
224-456-1494
www.bethgsellsaz.com “The Maricopa Market
Isn’t Confusing —

It's Just Misunderstood.”

72 —
ANIA'A SKYY
CEO

FOOD
EAT EM CONMNOISSEUR

CAEERING|FOOD DELIVERY |

Television with a

PULSE &

https:/

brionow @ﬂhr
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DONATE
% $938

AZ TAX CREDIT
.10
MaricOpra
NN (7 ot

With the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit, you cs:m donate
up to $938 to Maricopa Pantry (501c3) and get all of it
back in your Arizona tax refund!

The credit on your Arizona State tax return- up to $470
for individuals and $938 for couples, helps us feed the
hungry in Maricopa & surrounding communities.

Maricopa Pantry's Qualifying Charitable Organization
Code- 22436

Check us out on n@

THINGS ARE HAPPENING ON SR347!

BOAT RENTALS OF AMERICA

GOPPER SKY FUN RENTALS

LOCATED AT THE COPPER SKY MULTIGENERATIONAL CENTER

Book online today ™

20-657-4322
44345 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR BLVD, MARICOPA, AZ 85138

BOATS4RENT.COM

The 347Facts team continues to monitor the
progress of the ADOT team. As you may have
heard, ADOT has selected Sundt Construction as
the vendor to complete all of the work. The
official contract signing is expected this month.

We also participated in a one-hour meeting with
members of ADOT's engineering team, Mayor
Smith, and several City employees and council
members. The ADOT team provided a detailed
briefing as to how the decision was reached on
Casa Blanca vs Cement Plant grade separation, as
well as who made the decision.

They highlighted/discussed the 4 criteria used to
evaluate projects. Some of the key points were:

1. Casa Blanca does not have any foreseeable
growth in the future. There are additional cement
plant opportunities in the future.

AUTHORS:

2. The cost of upgrading the Mammoth Way
(“Cement Plant”) intersection is $17 million.
However, due to the proximity of the wash, the
build for Casa Blanca is 3 times more complex.
The Casa Blanca upgrade was estimated at $50 to
$ 60 million, plus another $ 10 million for right-of-
way payments.

Another piece of good news is that the Governor's
first pass at budget reductions does not include
any “claw backs” to the planned work on SR 347.
There will be additional reviews in the future;
however, so far, so good.

More good news: there was a review of the ADOT
2027-2032 5 Year plan, and we are STILL on the
plan.

RON ANGERAME & JAMES SINGLETON
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FAITH DIRECTORY

Assembly of God - Maricopa (also known as Christian Center
Church) - 21400 N Santa Rosa Dr, Maricopa, AZ 85138

Be Community Church - 41614 W Smith Enke Rd., Maricopa,
AZ, becommunitychurch.com

Blaze Ministries AZ- Saddleback Elementary, 18600 N Porter
Rd, Maricopa,
blazeministries2@gmail.com

Calvary Chapel of Maricopa - 20038 N Taft Ave, Maricopa, AZ
85138

Christ's Church of the Valley (CCV) - 19475 N Porter Rd,
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Church of Celebration - Maricopa High School Performing
Arts Center, 45012 W. Honeycutt Ave. Maricopa, AZ 85139, (520)
494-7714, office@churchofcelebration.com,
churchofcelebration.com

Community of Hope Church - 18700 N Porter Rd, Maricopa, AZ
85138

Desert Springs Church - 42202 W Rancho El Dorado Pkwy,
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Faith Baptist Church - 19845 N Costa del Sol, Maricopa, AZ
85138

Grace Community Church - 44971 W. Hathaway Ave.,
Maricopa, AZ,
(520) 586-2340, danlmichael@gccmaricopa.org

Grace Fellowship Church - 21400 N Santa Rosa Dr, Maricopa,
AZ 85138

Maha Ganapati Temple of Arizona- 51293 W Teel Rd, Maricopa,
AZ, Arizona, (520) 568-9881, info@ganapati.org, ganapati.org

Maricopa Springs Family Church - Meeting location 16200 N
Murphy Rd, Maricopa, AZ 85138

Mt Moriah Amec Maricopa - 9275 N Gunsmoke Rd, P O Box
541, Maricopa, AZ 85138, 520-208-5491,
https://www.mtmame.org

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church - 18700 N Saint Gabriel
Way, Maricopa, AZ 85138

Propel Church - 18700 N Porter Rd, Maricopa, AZ 85138

Want your church listed? Send a request to
info@maricopalifestylemagazine.com
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Silk Press Xpress Shop
Multicultural Hair Salon
specializing in Silk Press

Blowouts, Weaving, Cut, &

Color styles by Q.
Maricopa, AZ(520) 217-1617

S. HUGHES

SHUGHESCREATIVE.COM
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BIACK )
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Saundra Marie
smrssspic@gmail.com
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Inmama

Be the business hero...

Copies 520-568-3098
Faxing 44480 W Homeycutt Rd.
Printing Mon-Fri 8:30-6pm
Design

Scanning

Laminating

Posters Mention you are a

Chamber Member and
get 10% off everyday.

xclusions apply.

Banners
Booklets
Yard Signs
Bound Books
Business Cards
Carbonless Forms
Self Inking Stamps
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	STATE OF OUR COMMUNITY
	WHERE WE ARE, WHAT’S WORKING,  AND WHAT NEEDS ATTENTION
	A FAMILY-FRIENDLY LOOK AT LIFE IN MARICOPA
	What’s Working Maricopa is one of the fastest-growing cities in Arizona, with an estimated population of over 76,000 in 2024, up roughly 30% from the 2020 Census. That growth brings new energy, more local businesses, and added services for families and workers.
	What Needs Attention Rapid growth also means pressure on roads, utilities, and services. While the pace has slowed to a more manageable rate than in the past, planning for future needs—like schools, parks, and infrastructure—remains essential.
	Maricopa is a city in motion. With families, schools, businesses, and services evolving rapidly, it’s important for residents to understand what’s happening right here at home. This snapshot of the state of our community breaks down trends, challenges, and bright spots in clear, everyday language.
	Family Takeaway: Growth offers opportunity, but thoughtful planning is key so that families don’t feel overwhelmed by change.

	COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS & FAMILY LIFE
	What’s Working Maricopa’s median age is around 36 years, and many households are family-oriented. The community is diverse and growing, with a strong sense of neighborly spirit.
	What Needs Attention As more people arrive, demand for community resources—like after-school programs, senior services, and youth opportunities—grows. Continued investment and community involvement will be essential to meet these needs.
	Family Takeaway: The mix of generations and backgrounds makes Maricopa a vibrant place, but services need to grow alongside population.
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	OUR OWN MARICOPA CREATIVES
	Maricopa’s creative scene continues to grow through artists and makers who bring fresh perspectives, imagination, and talent to our community. This quarterly feature celebrates the voices helping shape Maricopa’s cultural future.
	Meet Brittany Lee
	Meet Lori McDonald
	Meet Sasha Allen

	Maricopa’s creative scene continues to grow through artists and makers who bring fresh perspectives, imagination, and talent to our community. This quarterly feature celebrates the voices helping shape Maricopa’s cultural future.
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	PEOPLE & PLACES
	BENJAMIN BITTER MARICOPA CITY MANAGER
	Maricopa City Manager Benjamin Bitter has been elected President of the Arizona City/County Management Association (ACMA), a statewide organization representing professional local government leaders. Bitter began his term recently and will serve through January 2027, remaining on ACMA’s Board as Past President through January 2028.
	His election highlights Maricopa’s strong commitment to professional, ethical city management.
	Bitter, who has served the city since 2021 and was appointed City Manager in April 2024, oversees operations for more than 500 employees and a municipal budget exceeding $340 million.
	As ACMA President, Bitter will focus on leadership development and advancing best practices for city and county managers across Arizona. He is the first City Manager from Maricopa to serve on ACMA’s Board of Directors.
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	Enroll Now: Private Online School | Grades K-12
	New Year, New Learning Opportunities
	Tuition free for Arizona Students Applicants with ESA.
	digital learning empowers students and families
	Almentia Academy 20987 N. John Wayne Pkwy. Suite B104-227 Maricopa, AZ 85139 1-480-577-2831 contact@AlmentiaAcademy.com
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	21164 N. John Wayne Parkway - Maricopa AZ
	Native Grill & Wings in Maricopa offers a casual, family-friendly sports bar experience rooted in Arizona tradition. Part of the regional franchise credited with introducing Buffalo-style wings to the Southwest in the late 1970s, the restaurant features an expansive menu of signature wings with a variety of sauces, hand-tossed pizzas, burgers, sandwiches, salads, and family-style combo meals perfect for group dining.
	With multiple televisions, a relaxed neighborhood atmosphere, and community-centered events like bingo nights, it has become a popular gathering spot for families and sports fans alike.
	Consistently earning ratings around 4 stars across major review platforms, guests frequently praise the generous portions and flavorful wings that have helped solidify its long-standing presence in Arizona’s dining scene.
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	Your Dream Getaway Awaits There’s No Better Time to Travel than Now
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	Your Quarterly  Real Estate Tip
	IGNORE THE NOISE. MARICOPA ISN’T DECLINING — IT’S RECALIBRATING. BUYERS ARE SHARPER. SELLERS NEED TO BE SMARTER. HOMES WITH STRATEGIC PRICING, ENERGY EFFICIENCY, AND STRONG PRESENTATION ARE STILL SELLING. THE GAP ISN’T LUCK — IT’S EXECUTION. IN TODAY’S MARKET, EMOTION COSTS MONEY, GUESSWORK SLOWS MOMENTUM, AND STRATEGY DRIVES RESULTS. THE OPPORTUNITY HASN’T FADED; IT HAS SHIFTED TO THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND HOW TO MOVE WITHIN IT.
	Local, Loyal, and Here to Help You Home Beth Groener | Realtor® At Home athomewithbethg@gmail.com 224-456-1494 www.bethgsellsaz.com
	“The Maricopa Market Isn’t Confusing —  It’s Just Misunderstood.”
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	THINGS ARE HAPPENING ON SR347!
	The 347Facts team continues to monitor the progress of the ADOT team. As you may have heard, ADOT has selected Sundt Construction as the vendor to complete all of the work. The official contract signing is expected this month.
	We also participated in a one-hour meeting with members of ADOT's engineering team, Mayor Smith, and several City employees and council members. The ADOT team provided a detailed briefing as to how the decision was reached on Casa Blanca vs Cement Plant grade separation, as well as who made the decision.
	They highlighted/discussed the 4 criteria used to evaluate projects. Some of the key points were:
	1. Casa Blanca does not have any foreseeable growth in the future. There are additional cement plant opportunities in the future.
	2.   The cost of upgrading the Mammoth Way (“Cement Plant”) intersection is $17 million. However, due to the proximity of the wash, the build for Casa Blanca is 3 times more complex. The Casa Blanca upgrade was estimated at $50 to $ 60 million, plus another $ 10 million for right-of-way payments.
	Another piece of good news is that the Governor's first pass at budget reductions does not include any “claw backs” to the planned work on SR 347. There will be additional reviews in the future; however, so far, so good.
	More good news: there was a review of the ADOT 2027-2032 5 Year plan, and we are STILL on the plan.
	AUTHORS:  RON ANGERAME & JAMES SINGLETON
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	FAITH DIRECTORY
	Assembly of God – Maricopa (also known as Christian Center Church) – 21400 N Santa Rosa Dr, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Be Community Church - 41614 W Smith Enke Rd., Maricopa, AZ,  becommunitychurch.com
	Blaze Ministries AZ- Saddleback Elementary, 18600 N Porter Rd, Maricopa, blazeministries12@gmail.com
	Calvary Chapel of Maricopa – 20038 N Taft Ave, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Christ’s Church of the Valley (CCV) – 19475 N Porter Rd, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Church of Celebration -  Maricopa High School Performing Arts Center, 45012 W. Honeycutt Ave. Maricopa, AZ 85139, (520) 494-7714, office@churchofcelebration.com, churchofcelebration.com
	Community of Hope Church – 18700 N Porter Rd, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Desert Springs Church – 42202 W Rancho El Dorado Pkwy, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Faith Baptist Church – 19845 N Costa del Sol, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Grace Community Church – 44971 W. Hathaway Ave., Maricopa, AZ, (520) 586-2340, danlmichael@gccmaricopa.org
	Grace Fellowship Church – 21400 N Santa Rosa Dr, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Maha Ganapati Temple of Arizona- 51293 W Teel Rd, Maricopa, AZ, Arizona, (520) 568-9881, info@ganapati.org, ganapati.org
	Maricopa Springs Family Church – Meeting location 16200 N Murphy Rd, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Mt Moriah Amec Maricopa - 9275 N Gunsmoke Rd, P O Box 541, Maricopa, AZ 85138, 520-208-5491, https://www.mtmame.org
	Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church – 18700 N Saint Gabriel Way, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Propel Church – 18700 N Porter Rd, Maricopa, AZ 85138
	Want your church listed? Send a request to info@maricopalifestylemagazine.com
	Silk Press Xpress Shop Multicultural Hair Salon specializing in Silk Press Blowouts, Weaving, Cut, & Color styles by Q. Maricopa, AZ(520) 217-1617
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